Co-convenor’s Annual Report for Australian African Network AGM 2009

2009 has been a somewhat quieter year for AAN than 2008, but steadily productive nonetheless.  Committee members have been active in various projects, and despite very busy lives we’ve managed to almost maintain our monthly committee meetings in our Auburn office, i.e. the comfortable couches at Gloria Jean’s!

Social events: Regular picnics have been held throughout the year in the inner and outer West of Sydney, with good attendance at each one, and a steady number of new attendees.  We also held a successful dinner at an African restaurant in Marrickville, and had another social evening of dinner and dancing at Club Africa.  An end of year dinner and fundraiser will be held at the same Marrickville African restaurant on November 27th. An outing to the central coast is also planned for December.

Communications: In the area of communication and networking, updates about our events and projects are posted regularly on our website, on Facebook, and on the African Oz website. Our Facebook group now has 52 members, including several international members. 

Projects:  Early in the year 2 committee members submitted a proposal for a mobile library (with books about children of African descent) to Auburn Council. The proposal was not successful, but as the idea is a very good one, we will continue to look for sources of funding. 

Another three committee members worked on a submission to Bankstown Council under their community grants scheme for a project involving teenagers of mixed cultural heritage.  We will be notified in December whether our submission has been successful.

Also, using a grant from the University of Western Sydney, three committee members produced a booklet called “Working it Out”: Stories from African Australian Relationships. The booklet will be launched at the AAN dinner on Nov 27th.

Goals for 2010: As we expect to have new committee members on board for 2010 it is likely that there will be many new ideas and possible directions. Fundraising is definitely a priority. We also plan to hold an event aimed at African Australian children, and to maintain our regular picnics. 

