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Welcome to the first Australian African Network (AAN) newsletter

April 2009

We will be sending out a newsletter about AAN news, activities, events and plans to all our friends and supporters once a month from now on. Because this is the first, we have a bit of news to catch up on. 
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May Picnic

Come along to our next picnic from 1.00 - 4.00pm, Saturday 2nd May  at Merrylands Central Gardens Reserve, Cnr Cumberland Highway and Merrylands Rd. We'll meet at the bottom park area near the Cumberland Hwy entrance. Look out for our banner. BYO picnic (there are BBQs). If the weather is bad we'll go to a local cafe instead - call 0417 777 131 for details. 

Plus put it in your diaries now: the next AAN picnic will be in June in Dulwich Hill.

AAN Dinner

On Friday 17 April around 15 of us gathered at the African Feeling restaurant in Newtown for a fun night out. Tasty food, excellent company - what more could you want, to wind down on a Friday night? This was the first of our social dinners and judging from its success, it will be the first of many. The next dinner will probably be in July. If you have ideas about a good restaurant, let us know by return email.
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Survey

In October 2007 Australian African Network Inc. launched an online survey to gather more information about our community. In March we decided to take the survey offline and evaluate it. We got responses from 87 people, representing 18 African countries as well as Anglo-Australia and several other ethnic backgrounds.  Although it’s a small survey, it’s important because little research has been done into mixed African/non-African relationships in Australia and so this survey contributes valuable data. We gathered information about what issues people in mixed relationships thought were important and what activities they'd like AAN to do. The main issues were isolation and racism, and the most popular activities were picnics, seminars on political and cultural issues, support groups, lobbying and advocacy, and parties. You can read the survey on our website. 

African festivals
In spite of threatening weather a large crowd gathered together in Auburn on Saturday 4 April for the Celebration of African Cultures Festival. The day featured information stalls, an African market, yummy African food and some exciting performances from a wide range of African performers, from Gospel to Hip Hop to masked dancers to massed drummers. AAN had an information stall on the day, distributing pamphlets about our activities and coming events, and getting to know some new people. We try to have a presence at most African cultural festivals, so look out for us next time you are out and about. 

AAN Committee news

The AAN Committee met last Sunday 19th April to do some forward planning for the year. One of the results is this newsletter - hope you like it. We also plan to apply for a community grant under the Diverse Australia Program (DAP) (more details soon), develop a logo and business cards, and keep our social events rolling out. The AAN committee meets every third Sunday of the month in Auburn. We currently have some vacancies for African heritage members on the committee - please contact AAN if you are interested. 
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Exhibitions

AAN Comittee members were fortunate to attend two recent exhibition openings in Sydney: The inspiring Youth in Harmony Photovoice exhibition of photos by young refugees and asylum seekers, and Walala Wasala, a fascinating display of African textiles with commentary on their role in politics and communication. Youth in Harmony is a partnership between City of Sydney, Ethnic Communities Council and Red Cross and is open until 30 April at Pine St Creative Arts Centre, 64 Pine St Chippendale. Walala Wasala is a travelling exhibition hosted by the Australian Catholic University. It's open until 23 May at the ACU Gallery, Gate 3, 25a Barker Rd Strathfield. Both exhibitions are well worth a visit. 

Join Australian African Network

We are not a big business so we can't tempt you with fancy rewards systems, discounts and loyalty cards, but we do offer warmth, friendship, support and understanding - all on a shoestring budget. Be a part of it - join AAN for just a $10 joining fee and $5 yearly membership fee. If you join NOW, you won't have to renew until June 2010. Membership forms will be available at the picnic next weekend or you can download them from our website. Go to Membership form.

Did you know?

Our resources page links to excellent local and international wesbites, blogs, discussion boards and other resources by and for mixed families, couples and people. Check it out today for some interesting reading. And if you have suggestions for more links, make sure you let us know by using the comments form at the bottom of the web page or by emailing admin@australianafricannetwork.org.au. 

Special Days

A number of African countries have celebrated their National Days - usually marking independence - since the beginning of the year, or will do so over the next few weeks. So Happy National Day to all our members and supporters from, or connected to: The Gambia, Ghana, Namibia, Guinea, Senegal, Zimbabwe, Swaziland, Sierra Leone, South Africa and Cameroon. 

This Saturday, April 25 also marks Anzac Day, a special day for many Australians. AAN takes this opportunity to pay respects to all whose lives have been affected by war throughout the globe.  

And of course, celebratory greetings to all who observed Palm Sunday and Easter or Passover.

www.australianafricannetwork.org.au 
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