Australian African Network Annual General Meeting

 7th December 2008

Australian African Network is holding its first Annual General Meeting ever, from 11.30 – 12.30, Sunday December 14, at the office of the Auburn Community Development Network, Auburn Central Shop P7B, corner of Park Rd and Queen St, opposite Goodyear Tyres. If you get lost, call 0424 853 717.

If you are a member of AAN you get to vote for a new AAN Committee and office bearers. If you are not a member, it's not too late to join – you can do so right up to the day of the meeting, and go in the draw to win one of two fabulous Putumayo African music compilation CDs. 
See http://australianafricannetwork.org.au/category/membership/ for more info or just fill out the membership form on the next page. 

Nominating a committee member of office bearer

AAN has up to eleven committee members, made up of seven ordinary members and four office bearers: two Co-Convenors (one African, one non-African heritage), one secretary and one Treasurer.

If you wish to nominate someone for the AAN committee or as an office bearer you must be a member of AAN. You will need to make your nomination in writing no later than 7th December 2008. Your nomination must be seconded by another AAN member and you must have the written agreement of the person you are nominating. Email nominations are acceptable. Email to admin@australianafricannetwork.org.au or post to PO Box 411 Dulwich Hill NSW 2203. 

Meeting Agenda

The business for the meeting will be:

1. Approval of new membership applications

2. Annual report by Co-Convenor/s

3. Treasurer's report

4. Vote on special resolution (see below)

5. Vote on new committee and office bearers if required or validation of new committee and office bearers if there is no competition for places. (members are automatically appointed unless there are too many nominations).

6. Draw of Putumayo CD winners

Afterwards we will go to lunch somewhere local – all welcome. 

Special resolution

The current committee has decided that the current membership rules and form need simplifying and are proposing a special resolution to amend them (see pages 3-4 of this document). 

Proxy forms

Want to vote but can't get to the meeting? You can appoint a proxy to vote on your behalf. A proxy form is on the last page of this document. 

The rules

The rules describe the procedures for nomination of the committee and the general meeting if you'd like to know more, download the rules from http://australianafricannetwork.org.au 

For more info email admin@australianafricannetwork.org.au. 
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Application for membership of Australian African Network Incorporated

(incorporated under the Associations Incorporation Act 1984).

I,…………………………………………………………………………………………(full name of applicant)

of………………………………………………………………………………………(address)

hereby apply to become a member of the abovenamed incorporated association.  In the event of my admission as a member, I agree to be bound by the rules of the association for the time being in force.

…………………………………………………. Date………………………………...

Signature of applicant

Ph:........................................................Email:...................................................................

I,………………………………………………………. a member for the association, nominate the applicant, 

(full name)

who is personally known to me, for membership of the association.*

…………………………………………………. Date…………………………………

Signature of proposer

I,………………………………………………………. a member for the association, second the nomination 

(full name)

of the applicant, who is personally known to me, for membership of the association.*

…………………………………………………. Date………………………………

Signature of seconder

* Nomination for membership is currently required by our rules of incorporation, however if you don't already know someone who is a member, please just explain your reasons for joining on a separate piece of paper and committee members will nominate you.

Would you like get more involved? 

Yes, I can help with:

 Organising social events
Support group
 Website or internet initiatives

 Lobbying and advocacy
 Research

 Other (please specify)

Payment

Membership costs $10 joining fee and $5 annually. Cheques should be made payable to Australian African Network, or Direct deposit into our account: Australian African Network, BSB: 012-347, Account Number: 4932-26656

Please enclose your direct deposit receipt with your membership application.

Post your membership form and cheque to PO Box 411, Dulwich Hill, NSW 2203.You will be sent a receipt.

Special Resolution December 7th 2008

It is proposed that Part 2, Clauses 2 – 3 of the AAN Rules of Association be changed as below: 

Proposed Amendment

Part 2   Membership

2. Membership qualifications

A person is qualified to be a member of the association if, but only if:

the person :

i)  has applied for membership of the association, and

ii) has been approved for membership by the committee of the association.

2.1 Associate membership

Associations and other organisations may apply for membership of the AAN. Such applications must be approved by the committee of the Australian African Network at a regular meeting of the committee. Association members do not have voting rights.

3. Approval of membership

1) Approval of a person for membership of the association must be done by a quorum of the commmittee either:

a) at a committee meeting, or

b) via email.

2) As soon as practicable after the committee approves the application, the secretary must:

a) notify the applicant, in writing, that the committee approved or rejected the nomination (whichever is applicable), and

b) if the committee approved the application, request the applicant to pay (within the period of 28 days after receipt by the applicant  of the notification) the sum payable under these rules by a member as entrance fee and annual subscription (if not already paid).

3) the secretary must, on payment by the applicant  of the amounts referred to in clause (2) (b) within the period referred to in that provision, enter the applicant's name in the register of members and, on the name being so entered, the applicant becomes a member of the association

Application for membership of Australian African Network Incorporated

(incorporated under the Associations Incorporation Act 1984).

I,…………………………………………………………………………………………(full name of applicant)

of………………………………………………………………………………………(address)

wish to become a member of the Australian African network. I understand that as a member I will be bound by the rules of the association..

…………………………………………………. Date………………………………...

Signature of applicant

Ph:........................................................Email:...................................................................
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Existing Rules

Part 2   Membership

2. Membership qualifications

A person is qualified to be a member of the association if, but only if:

the person is a natural person:

i) who has been nominated for membership of the association as provided by rule 3, and

ii) who has been approved for membership of the association by the committee of the association.

2.1 Associate membership

Associations and other organisations may apply for membership of the AAN. Such applications must be approved by the committee of the Australian African Network at a regular meeting of the committee. Association members do not have voting rights.

3. Nomination for membership

1) A nomination of a person for membership of the association:

a) must be made by a member of the association in writing in the form set out in Appendix 1 to these rules, and

b) must be lodged with the secretary of the association.

2) As soon as practicable after receiving a nomination for membership, the secretary must refer the nomination to the committee which is to determine whether to approve or to reject the nomination.

3) As soon as practicable after the committee makes that determination, the secretary must:

a) notify the nominee, in writing, that the committee approved or rejected the nomination (whichever is applicable), and

b) if the committee approved the nomination, request the nominee to pay (within the period of 28 days after receipt by the nominee of the notification) the sum payable under these rules by a member as entrance fee and annual subscription.

4) the secretary must, on payment by the nominee of the amounts referred to in clause (3) (b) within the period referred to in that provision, enter the nominee’s name in the register of members and, on the name being so entered, the nominee becomes a member of the association



Page 4

FORM OF APPOINTMENT OF PROXY

I,………………………………..of …………………………………………………….

(full name)
(address)

being a member of The Australian African Network Inc.

hereby appoint   …………………………………… of ……………………………….

(full name of proxy)
(address)

being a member of that incorporated association, as my proxy to represent my views for me on my  behalf at the general meeting of the association (annual general meeting or special general meeting, as the case may be) to be held on the

………….day of…………………..


(month and year)

and at any adjournment of that meeting.

· My proxy is authorised to represent my views in favour of/against (delete as appropriate) the resolution (insert details).

· My proxy is authorised/not authorised (delete as appropriate) to negotiate on my behalf if a consensus is not reached. I understand that if I do not so authorise my proxy and consensus is not reached, the resolution may be deferred to another meeting as per clause 4.30 of the Australian African Network Rules.

………………………………………………

Signature of member appointing proxy

Date…………………………………………...

NOTE:
A proxy vote may not be given to a person who is not a member of the association.
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